324                     DIARY AND  LETTERS OF            [CHAP. XV.
tivated, and a desire to be thoroughly indemnified for losses/ Writing to Robert Morris of the difficulties he encountered in this effort, he says : "What can I offer those who may wish to purchase ? Money I have not. Personal security in this country I have not. In America they will not take it, and if I propose a mortgage of the premises they may reply that these they have already. As to the Fairfax estate, it is somewhat differently circumstanced, but even respecting it, I expect that if I can see and converse with Mr. Martin, he will insist on security here." * As in Paris, so more or less in London, Morris's advice was constantly asked about purchases in America, but he found it extremely difficult to bring anyone to the point of a purchase.
" Sir John Miller is at Mr. Wilmots' to-night [May 5th], and he tells me that great fortunes have been made by borrowing money and purchasing estates in Ireland, which yield an interest of five percent, upon the purchase money till the old leases fall in, and then yield twice and three times as much. He has himself speculated in this way to the amount of ^20,000. In conversation he describes the
* The effort to purchase Fairfax lands was simply a speculation on Morris's part It was after the death of the sixth Lord Fairfax, the recluse of Greenway Court in Virginia, when the State of Virginia had passed acts of confiscation of all his lordship's lands, as well as of his lord proprietorship. The acts recited that the confiscation was made because the title to them had descended to an alien enemy, his brother Robert, the seventh lord. Afterward it was insisted that the title of the Fairfax heirs in the lands which the sixth Lord Fairfax had appropriated to himself in severalty, either by-deeds made to himself as lord proprietor, or by surveys or other acts, indicating his intention to appropriate them to himself individually, should be allowed by the State, which was done by an act of legislature, procured to be passed by John Marshall, afterward chief justice, and who had himself become a purchaser of a considerable tract of these lands. After that act of legislature was passed, Dr. Denny Martin Fairfax, of Leeds Castle, nephew of the sixth lord, sold all of those lands which had not been previously sold, In 1789 Robert, seventh Lord Fairfax, was still alive. There was no conclu* sion arrived at in the negotiation in which Morris was interested.gements with the United States "in a manner consistent with the most scrupulous fidelity ;" though this had never admitted of 21tite~&-t$te.
